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The Euell A. Wilson Center is a program for 
ALL children. We believe every child should 
have the opportunity to...

Thank You, God, for Your 
continued blessings and 
provision. You are the true 
anchor of our mission and 
vision to share Christ’s 
Love and strengthen 
youth and families. With 
You, all things are  
possible, and we will 
continue to acknowledge 
You in everything we do 
to serve and fulfill your 
desire for your children to 
have peace on earth as it 
is in heaven. 

SHIRLEY WOODS

Founder, Euell A. Wilson 
Center

Student Highlights  |  Developing Mind, Body, and Spirit

Qori is an inquisitive 4th grader who attends Weisser 
Park Elementary School. She is growing as an  
upcoming leader by helping organize class activities 
and encouraging her classmates during group  
projects. Qori loves sports and played on the Flag 
Football Team, the Stem Club, and the Summer 
Learning Lab at the Euell Wilson Center. She is also a 
member of the Jesus Club, Jewels, and Soccer Club. 
Through our tutoring program, Academic Excellence, 
Qori has improved both reading and math skills.

Qori Link, 4th Grade

Levi is a 2nd grade student at Weisser Park  
Elementary School. Levi is curious and enthusiastic 
about learning new things, especially in technology 
and creative arts (EAWC STEAM/Summer Learning 
Lab). He eagerly participates in several programs at 
the Center, each offering him unique opportunities 
for growth and fun. In Yoga, Levi enjoys learning new 
poses and improving his flexibility. Jesus Club  
provides a space for him to connect with friends and 
learn about Jesus. By attending Erin’s House, Levi has 
learned how to deal with past hurts and concerns. 

Levi Guinn, 2nd Grade

Study Island is a favorite of Levi’s because it helps him strengthen his math 
and reading skills, which he is always eager to improve. In his spare time, 
he enjoys watching Spider-Man’s action-packed adventures.

Artiana Brown, 1st Grade

Artiana is a 1st grader at Adams Elementary and attends 
the Center with two older siblings. Artiana is such a 
loving, sweet person, and we love seeing her step up 
as a leader. She’s quick to offer help to others —staff or 
youth—cleaning up areas or guiding a friend. We look 
forward to seeing her continue to grow!



Kieron is a lively first grader at Adams Elementary 
School who loves sharing his creativity with  
others, often drawing colorful pictures for his 
teacher. At the Center, he finds joy in art class  
because it allows him to express his ideas and  
feelings through painting and drawing. Kieron 
also participates in Study Island, an interactive 
learning program, where he enjoys mastering  
new reading and math skills that help him  
succeed in the classroom. He attends Erin’s House, 
a supportive program where children learn to 
handle their emotions and grow through guided 
conversations and activities. In Jesus Club, Kieron 
enjoys connecting with friends while learning 
about positive values and kindness. Outside of 
these programs, he loves playing Roblox, an online 
game that inspires his imagination, and watching  
the Hulk on TV, captivated by the superhero’s 
strength and adventures. Kieron’s enthusiasm for 
learning and his friendly spirit truly brighten every 
space he joins.

Kieron McNaulty, 1st Grade

Isaiah attends Lane Middle 
School and is currently in 
sixth grade. His favorite  
subjects are math and 
reading, and he also enjoys 
playing the clarinet. Over 
the past two years at the 
Euell Wilson Center, Isaiah 
has built lasting friendships 

Isaiah, 6th Grade

and continues to impress everyone with his strong 
character. Academics are a priority for Isaiah. He 
stays on target with his math and reading goals 
through the EAWC Academic Excellence program, 
working diligently to master these important 
subjects. Isaiah also participated in Flag Football, 
where he encouraged fitness goals and  
sportsmanship. In addition to sports, Isaiah is a 
member of Onyx, a gentleman mentoring  
program at the Center. He looks forward to  
attending the County Line Church Youth Ministry 
each week, which helps him deepen his Christian 
faith and values. Through his involvement in these 
programs, Isaiah continues to develop his  
leadership skills by interacting positively with other 
youth at EAWC and offering support and  
encouragement when needed. Isaiah’s dedication 
to his academics, willingness to help others, and 
commitment to personal growth make him a  
shining example for his peers. His positive  
attitude and leadership continue to inspire  
everyone around him. Even as a sixth grader, Isaiah 
still enjoys watching the PBS Channel, he said, 
“There’s so much to learn from it.”

K-12 Program Enrollment Open Now!

Our youth programs and initiatives are designed 
to educate, equip, and empower youth ages 6-18 
to become their personal best.

To learn more, visit  
euellwilsoncenter.org/youth.

Scan to sign up!



EAWC Senior Grad of the Year  |  Sedrick Robinson
I have been a part of the Euell A. Wilson Center since I was five years old, and it 
has truly been a guiding force in my life. The Center helped shape my character, 
kept me safe, and provided positive, aspirational opportunities that I looked  
forward to every day. Whether I was hanging out with friends or getting help 
with homework, EAWC supported me from elementary school through high 
school.

Now, as a senior and a participant in the Work Ready Youth (WRY) Program, 
the Center continues to play a major role in my growth. Working at the  
Center has allowed me to sharpen my leadership and communication skills 
and gain real-world experience. This confidence carries over into sports as 
well. I feel more capable leading on the track, the course, and the basketball 
court.

I have also grown personally through the Truthseeker program, where I’ve 
strengthened my relationship with God and learned how to navigate life 
with purpose.

I am truly grateful for the opportunity to be part of the Euell A. Wilson  
Center. It has helped me become a more confident leader and has  
positively shaped who I am today. 

New Initiative  |  Summer Learning Lab

The 2025 Fort Wayne Summer Learning Lab (SLL), a 
multi-partner collaboration, provided free  
academic instruction and enrichment activities for 
students entering grades 1–8. Designed to  
combat  summer learning loss, the SLL blended 
academic enrichment with creative, project-based 
learning that built essential skills and curiosity.

Program Goals:

•	 Reinforce and extend learning from the school year

•	 Prevent summer learning loss in reading and math

•	 Encourage creativity, problem-solving, and  
teamwork

•	 Build confidence and a love for learning

•	 Support social and emotional development

Key Features:

•	 Hands-On Learning Labs: Interactive sessions in 

STEM, literacy, and creative arts

•	 Project-Based Learning: Real-world applications 
of academic content

•	 Enrichment Activities: Field experiences, guest 
speakers, and  team projects

•	 Supportive Environment: Small class sizes and 
skilled educators. 

By the end of the program, students demonstrate 
academic growth, stronger study habits, and  
renewed enthusiasm for learning—ready to start 
the next school year with confidence.



Jacqueline Howell
Jacqueline Howell serves as the Assistant Pastor at 
Harvest Word Of Life Ministries for 25 years.  She is 
a graduate of Crossroad Bible College, where she 
was the Salutatorian. She is also a Realtor/Broker 
with Keller Williams.  Her ministry is guided by her 
passion to help foster and cultivate spiritual growth 
in children/youth, families, and the community.  This 
is why I am very excited about the opportunity to 
serve as a board member of the Euell Wilson Center.  
This Christian organization is making a powerful  
impact on the hearts and lives of children and 
strengthening families through the love of Christ.

Dan Murray
I serve as President of Murray Equipment, Inc., a 
family-owned business that has proudly operated 
since 1950. My wife, Martha, and I have been married 
for 26 years and are blessed with two adult sons. We 
enjoy living an active lifestyle and relaxing at the 
lake.

Euell was a high school friend and teammate. Not 
only was he a star athlete, but he was also a genuine 
saint of a person. The transformational work being 
done at the EAWC is deeply personal to me because 
it stands as a living extension of Euell’s legacy. I hope 
that his spirit of compassion and leadership  
continues to inspire change long after those of us 
who knew him are gone.

Karen Isabel
My name is Karen Isabel, and I am so excited to 
be a part of the Board of Directors. It is indeed an 
honor to serve the Euell A. Wilson Community 
Center. I have always had a love for serving the 
community and working to make children and 
young adults improve their lives through  
education, mentoring, and Christian values. I want 
to make a difference on the board by ensuring it 
can sustain another 30 years.

Nicholas Groves
I was born and raised in Fort Wayne, IN, where I 
have lived my entire life, except for my 4 years of 
college at IU, where I graduated in 1995. I started 
my career in the insurance industry in 1996 and 
have been with The DeHayes Group since 1998, 
where I became a partner in 2017. My wife, Lisa, 
and I have been married for 25 years and have five 
children. We attend St Charles Borromeo Church, 
where my wife also teaches and I previously 
coached and served on the school board.  I also 
serve on the Greater Fort Wayne Crime Stoppers 
Executive Board. In my free time, I enjoy attending 
or watching IU sports, playing golf, spending time 
with the family at the lake, and watching anything 
my kids are involved in. 

I graduated from high school a year ahead of  
Euell, so I had always known about the Center and 
its origins. Roughly 15 years ago, I started  
attending the golf outing regularly and listening 
to Shirley talk about the kids and what the  
Center was doing. I’ve had several conversations 
with Shirley and Annette over the years, and it  
really gave me a desire to try and help more. 
When Shirley reached out to me and asked if I 
would consider joining and to pray on it, I didn’t 
need much time at all. I knew this was the push I 
needed to get me more involved.

Nicholas GrovesJacqueline Howell Karen Isabel

All Aboard!  |  Meet Our New Board Members

EAWC Board of Directors

Nicholas Tony, Chair & Treasurer
George Hicks, Vice Chair
Kent Walker, Vice Treasurer
Donald Keller, Secretary

Nicholas Groves
William “Tuck” Hopkins
Jacqueline Howell 
Karen Isabel

Dan Murray
John Popp
Pastor Luther Whitfield
Shirley Woods, Founder



A Heartfelt Message of Gratitude
To our valued friends—supporters, volunteers, and collaborative partners—
thank you.

On behalf of the Euell A. Wilson Center, I extend my deepest appreciation 
for your unwavering commitment to the youth and families we serve. Your 
generosity continues to strengthen our mission of developing Healthy,  
Educated, Active, Responsible, and Thriving (H.E.A.R.T.) leaders—young  
people who are prepared academically, socially, and emotionally to step 
confidently into their futures.

Because of your partnership, hundreds of children and teens experienced 
transformative growth throughout 2024–2025. Your support made possible 
a powerful blend of academic enrichment, life-skills development, health 
and wellness activities, career exploration, enrichment field trips, and  
mentorship. Every moment—whether in the classroom, the gym, on a field 
trip, or during a workshop—was intentionally crafted to nurture the whole 
child: mind, body, character, and spirit.

We simply could not offer comprehensive year-round youth development 
programs, daily meals, book bags and supplies, enrichment field trips, fami-
ly engagement, and parent empowerment without YOU. Your  
COLLABORATIVE PARTNERSHIPS—FINANCIAL gifts, IN-KIND contributions, 
VOLUNTEER service, and PRAYERS—remain the foundation that allows 
EAWC to serve our community’s most vulnerable with excellence  
and compassion.

We HONOR your COMMITMENT and your INVESTMENT in building  
the lives of future leaders. From the bottom of our hearts, THANK  
YOU for your LOVE, your BELIEF in our mission, and your HEART  
of SERVICE.

With sincere gratitude,
Annette Dufor
Executive Director, Euell A Wilson Center

Many Thanks to Our Foundation Partners

3 Rivers Credit Union Foundation

AG Rentals & Management

Alpha Phi Fraternity

Allen County Health First

Brotherhood Mutual Foundation

Community Development Block Grant

Community Foundation of Fort Wayne

County Line Church of God

Donald F. Wood & Darlene W. 
     Richardson Foundation

Edward M. and Mary McCrea Wilson  
     Foundation

English-Bonter-Mitchell Foundation

Foellinger Foundation

Indiana After School Network

Indiana Department of Education

James R. Shields Private Foundation

Lilly Foundation

Lincoln Financial Group Foundation

Lutheran Foundation

Mary Cross Tippmann Foundation

National Christian Foundation

Olin B and Desta Schwab Foundation

Owen & Jean Pritchard Foundation

PNC Charitable Trust

Poinsatte-Altman Foundation

Saint Vincent de Paul Catholic Church

Sledd Foundation

The Blackbaud Giving Fund

The James Foundation

The Journal Gazette Foundation

Waterfield Foundation, Inc.

Wesbanco Bank, Inc.



Collaboration in Action

EAWC youth attended  
Vacation Bible School at  

County Line Church of God.

Josh Jackson, Truthseeker Leader,  
took TruthSeekers members 

on a leadership renewal trip to  
Rocky Mountain National Park.

Fort Wayne UNITED and Lincoln Financial, our partners for holiday essentials for 
families of the EAWC.

Cameron Smith, who coached our summer 
golf program, gifted Alliyah her own set of 
golf clubs after excelling in the program.

Families enjoyed the Building 
a Stronger Family BBQ.

Members of the Divine Nine joined our families for our 2024 Thanksgiving dinner.

Volunteers from The Ferguson 
Agency cleaned and organized 
our storage area and painted 

our bathroom.

St. Vincent DePaul 
Church donated 

Christmas gifts to 
EAWC families.

Spreading Christmas Joy

We would like to extend our 
heartfelt appreciation to all the 
individuals and organizations who 
adopted our youth for the 2024 
Christmas season. Because of your 
generosity, parents were able to 
take home gifts for their children 
to open on Christmas Day.

Special Thanks To:

Aunt Millie’s – for the Christmas 
gift cards that brightened the 
holidays for our youth and their 
families!

Antionette and the Children’s 
Health Collaborative – for  
donating a much-needed food 
warmer and organizing a  
wonderful Christmas gift drive for 
our kiddos!

Gift Drive Contributors: Parkview 
YMCA board members, AL, Matt, 
and Kafuba—your support made 
a huge difference!

If you’d like to adopt a family and 
help us share the joy of Christmas 
this year, please contact Margaret 
Jordan at the Euell A. Wilson  
Center at 260-456-2917.

Together, we can make this season 
brighter for every child!



SAVE THE DATE

Euell A. Wilson Center 
Annual Golf Outing

Thursday, June 11, 2026

Thank You to our 2025 Golf Outing Sponsors!

JOHN EPPARD 
FAMILY

DON AND PEGGY
KELLER

CHRISTOPHER
AND SHIRLEY 

WOODS

6 Ways to Support the EAWC

1.	 Monthly Partner 
A monthly gift of any amount can help ensure 
that we continue to offer meaningful programs 
and services throughout the year.

2.	 Kroger Community Rewards 
Register your Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card at 
kroger.com/communityrewards and select the 
Euell Wilson Center as the organization that 
you would like to support every time you use 
your Plus card while shopping at Kroger.

3.	 Volunteer 
EAWC needs your talents with both programs 
and administrative support. If you have an hour 
a day, week, or month that you can assist us, 
we welcome you with open arms.

4.	 Endowment 
If you would like to help EAWC sustain future  
programs and services, please consider  
providing an endowment.

5.	 United Way 
Please select EAWC as your designated  
organization.

6.	 PayPal Giving Fund 
PayPal receives donations through various  
partners and technology platforms and then 
make grants to the charities their donors  
recommend.

An online donation to the EAWC is an 
easy, convenient, and secure way to 
support our organization. Visit 
euellwilsoncenter.org or scan the QR 
code to make a donation.

Celebrating 
Chris Popp

For more than 30 years, Chris 
Popp has been a quiet but 
extraordinary force behind 
the success of our annual Golf 
Outing. Chris has generously 
shared his gifts, talents, and  
unwavering commitment to 
help organize, coordinate, and 
rally sponsorships year after 
year.

Because of his dedication, we 
have been able to strengthen 
and grow the event, improve 
the overall golf outing  
experience, and raise vital 
funds that support the youth 
and families we serve.

Chris, thank you for your  
steadfast partnership and  
gracious support!



We Need Your Help
Join us as we look ahead to an amazing 2026 filled 
with opportunity, growth, and community impact!

We’re inviting our friends and supporters to continue  
investing in the future by pledging $2,026 (or more!) 
toward our 2026 program year. Together, we’re aiming 
to raise $300,000 to keep our youth learning, growing, 
and thriving all year long.

Every gift—big or small—makes a powerful difference! 
Your monthly or one-time pledge of 2026 helps  
provide life-changing programs and services that  
empower young people to reach their full potential.

1512 Oxford Street 
Fort Wayne, IN 46806
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Choose your giving level and be part of 
something inspiring:

    $20,026 — Champion for Change

    $2,026 — Vision Builder

    $200.26 — Youth Advocate

    $20.26 — Friend of the Future
Together, we can make 2026 a year of limitless 
possibility! Let’s keep our youth on the path to 
Learn, Grow, and Thrive!

3 Ways to Give:
1.	 Scan the QR code.
2.	 Visit euellwilsoncenter.org/support.
3.	 Mail a check payable to Euell A. Wilson Center, Inc. 

to 1512 Oxford Street, Fort Wayne, IN 46806. 

Friendraisers will be recognized in the 2026 newsletter 
unless requested to remain anonymous.

FROM THE EUELL A. WILSON CENTER


